As collective protest became more sporadic, members of 'working-class' households began to centre their activities increasingly on the private sphere. There was a considerable desire on the part of many to seek a relative degree of household self-sufficiency in the production of foodstuffs, rather than depend on the unreliable state sector. In mining areas, the state began to sponsor a programme of subsidised private house building. This proved to be highly popular, simply because a house with a garden offered 'working-class' households greater opportunities for producing food independently of the state sector. 4 In other words, as collective protest declined, industrial workers increasingly began to centre on the private sphere. Why was this so? The seemingly obvious answer is that it was as a result of a high degree of political repression. This undoubtedly played a partial role. Yet this seems to ignore the fact that collective protest was more prevalent in the rest of Eastern Europe than in Hungary, while the populations of these other states were subject to a similar degree of political repression. The severe poverty of the Stalinist years provides another plausible explanation. It might be said that this fails to account for the precise dynamics of the retreat from open collective protest that occurred. While poverty and political repression provide part of the solution to our
